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A 72-minute disc of Harold Schiffman's orchestral music offers his Second Symphony, two sets of variations (the short Ninnerella Variata and a terrific 16-minute piece for guitar and orchestra, Variations on "Branchwater"), a short, effective Overture to a Comedy, and the Blood Mountain Suite, an orchestration (without voice) of an even more colorful and impressive song cycle (R 1050).  Expert performances by Mátyás Antal and the Győr Philharmonic, with Katalin Koltai the solo guitarist.  This orchestra has performed many Schiffman works and he wrote the Second Symphony in its honor.  It is colorful music, a good deal simpler than most of Schiffman's music and very easy listening.

